
Year 9 GCSE Options

What does YOUR future look like?



What are your next steps?



What are the prospects of Ipswich Town FC being promoted to the Championship League?
Sarah improved her IT skills so she would have a better prospect of a new job. 

Synonyms:
hope
expectation
opportunity

prospect
NOUN: the possibility or likelihood of some future event

occurring.
a mental picture of a future or anticipated event.

LINK: Latin ‘pro’ meaning forward and ‘specere’ meaning to look



What are your options?



GCSE Citizenship
What I will learn in this course:

Students will study a range of topics ranging from local to national politics, the 
law and the legal system in the UK, international relations.

The course is for anyone interested in:

Government and Politics

Law

Social Studies

Economy and Finance

The course contains:

Rights, the law and the legal system in England and Wales

Democracy and government

The UK and the Wider World

Active Citizens



Rights, the law and the legal 
system in England and Wales

This section focusses on what are your rights and responsibilities as a 
citizen of the UK, the laws that are here to protect you, and how the 
legal system is used to ensure citizens follow the law.

Some of the topics you will study in this unit include:

The European Convention on Human Rights

War crimes and rights in conflict (the Palestinian question)

The rights of defendants in court (innocent until proven guilty?)

Criminal Law

Judge’s roles and powers

Legal case studies (forced marriage)



Democracy and 
government

In this section we explore the ways in which decision-
making takes place in the UK’s representative democracy 
and how YOU can make a difference in your local and 
national community.

Some of the topics you will study in this unit include:

The main political parties of the UK and how to join them

Should Scotland become an independent country?

The structure of the UK government

Tax and public spending

Media regulation and censorship

How to get involved in politics

Case studies such as – China, corrupt or not corrupt?



The UK and the 
wider world

In this section we explore the UK citizens’ sense of 
identity and consider the importance of tolerance 
and respect for diversity, and ways to promote 
greater cohesion. 

Some of the topics you will study in this unit 
include:

Our sense of Britishness

Migration and asylum

International Partnerships (EU/NATO/WTO/COE/UN)

International human rights

Case studies such as – The war in Iraq



Active Citizens
In this section you will practice what it means to be an active 
citizen.

You will work as a group to decide an issue you are passionate 
about, plan how you want to tackle this issue, and actively 
attempt to make a positive change.

Examples could be:
Lobbying your local MP to change the voting age
Raising awareness of a local/national/international issue
Take part in a campaign
Organising or contributing to an event










Geography is the science of
place and space. Geographers
ask where things are located
on the surface of the Earth,
why they are located where
they are, how places differ from
one another and how people
interact with the environment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0lcrsHMlv0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0lcrsHMlv0
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• The challenge of 

natural hazards
• The living world
• Physical 

landscapes in the 
UK

• Geographical skills

Living with the physical 
environment
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• Urban issues and 

challenges
• The changing 

economic world
• The challenge of 

resource management
• Geographical skills

Challenges in the human 
environment
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Urban Regeneration in Ipswich 
Waterfront (Autumn Y10)

Two fieldtrips:

Coastal Defences at Walton on Naze
(Summer Y10)
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Paper 1
Living with the physical environment (35%) 

1 hour 30

Paper 2
Challenges in the human environment (35%) 

1 hour 30

Paper 3
Geographical applications (30%) 

1 hour 15 
(Includes a pre-release booklet in March for advance preparation)

Three Exam Papers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhxpF8FJlNI 
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Other CAREERS 
linked to 
Geography include:
• Leisure and 

recreation 
industry

• Local 
government

• Meteorology
• Navigation
• Selling and 

marketing
• Surveying
• Town and 

country planning
• Transport and 

communications
• Travel agency 

and tourism
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GCSE History
• What I will learn during the course:
• The GCSE builds on skills and knowledge 

acquired in Years 7-9
• Students will study a range of Historical 

topics, from local History to internationally 
important events.

• The course develops the skills of analysis, 
empathy and independent learning.

• The course contains:
• British History (Components A and B)
• World Study (Components C and D) 
• History Around Us (Component E)



Component A - The 
People’s Health 
c.1250-present (20%)

This unit covers public health in Britain from 
c.1250 to the present. The study should reveal 
wider changes in aspects of society over the 
centuries, allowing learners to understand the 
most significant characteristics of different ages 
and to make comparisons between different 
periods of history. 
Three issues will be addressed consistently 
throughout the study:
• The impact of living conditions on people’s health

• The response to epidemics

• Attempts to improve public health

The eyes of the world are turning 
to Great Britain. We now have the 

moral leadership of the world”
Nye Bevan (1948)



Component B - The 
Elizabethans 1580-
1603  (20%)
• This depth study explores late-

Elizabethan society and the 
interplay of political, religious, 
economic, social and cultural 
forces within it. Learners should 
develop an understanding of the 
diverse lives and experiences of 
the Elizabethans at a time when 
political, economic and religious 
tensions tested the stability of 
the kingdom.I would not open windows 

into men's souls."
(Elizabeth I)



This period study follows the unfolding 
narrative of the making of America from 
the inauguration of the first president in 
1789 to the end of the nineteenth 
century when the USA was set to 
become the world’s dominant power. 
Learners will consider why American 
territory expanded during these years 
and the tensions that this caused 
between different ethnic groups.

Component C - The 
Making of America 
1789-1900 (20%)

The only good Indian is a dead Indian” 
General Sheridan 
(1869)



“If you tell a big enough 
lie and tell it frequently 
enough, it will be 
believed” (Adolf Hitler)

This world depth study looks at the 
impact of the Nazi dictatorship on 
people’s lives both within Germany 
and across occupied Europe. It 
explores the interplay of political, 
economic, social, racial and cultural 
forces at work in these societies.

Component D -
Living under Nazi 
Rule 1933-1945 
(20%)



Component E - History 
Around Us (20%)
• The exam requires learners to 

use the physical remains of 
the site, supporting sources 
and contextual knowledge to 
answer two questions from a 
choice of three. The questions 
will be based on the aspects 
listed in the criteria for the 
selection of the site and the 
additional historical sources. 



GCSE History will be…..

Awesome

Informative

Intense

Enjoyable

Memorable



Religious 
Studies

Crime and Punishment

Living the Christian Life

Living the Muslim Life

Matters of Life and Death

Peace and Conflict



What skills 
will I 
develop

Communication skills 

Critical thinking

Cultural awareness

Ethical awareness

Use of language

Data analysis

Social Responsibility

And more
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