
Year 9: “Women in Shakespeare” knowledge organiser      
  

Key vocabulary Contextual information Characters 
Patriarchy:  Where men have 
more power, control and 
authority than women. 
 
Oppression: a situation in 
which people are ruled in an 
unfair and cruel way and 
prevented from having 
opportunities and freedom. 
 
Atypical:  different from all 
others of the same type. 
 
Disobedient:  refusing to do 
what someone in authority 
tells you to do. 
 
Defiant:  proudly refusing to 
obey someone or something. 
 
Domesticated:  doing the 
cleaning, cooking, and other 
jobs in the home, as well as 
taking care of children. 
 
Masculinity:   the 
characteristics that are 
traditionally thought to be 
typical of or suitable for men. 
 
Maternal:  displaying feelings 
of a typical, caring mother. 
 
Flouting: going against 
something on purpose. 

Shakespeare:  Born – 1564; Died - 1616 
Monarchs:  
Elizabeth I:1558 - 1603 
James I: 1603 - 1625 
 
Patriarchal Society: 
Society at Shakespeare’s time was patriarchal – 
women were considered inferior to men.  
This was also the case in much of Europe. 
 
Women belonged to their fathers (or brothers if 
their fathers had died) and then their husbands; 
women were expected to be obedient to these 
men. 
 
Women were not permitted to own land or enter 
most professions. They were instead expected to 
bear children, be gentle and “womanly”. 

KING LEAR 
Cordelia: She is King Lear’s youngest daughter. When called upon to 
make a public expression of love for her father, she refuses to do it. 
Regan: She is King Lear’s middle daughter. She is happy to obey her 
father’s request to declare her love for him. She is married. 
Goneril:  Goneril is Lear's eldest daughter. After professing her deep 
love for her father and receiving half of his kingdom, she betrays him. 
TAMING OF THE SHREW 
Katherine: Quick-tempered woman who is hostile to the men her 
father chooses for her to marry. 
Petruchio: He attempts to woo Katherine! 
ROMEO AND JULIET 
Juliet: 13-year-old being forced to marry against her will. 
Nurse: Juliet’s carer/nanny Lady Capulet: Juliet’s mother 
MACBETH 
Lady Macbeth: Plots to kill a King so her husband can take his place. 
OTHELLO 
Desdemona: Othello’s wife 
Othello: Jealousy and paranoia leads him to believe that his wife has 
cheated on him with Cassio. 

Shakespearean language Subject-specific terminology 
Adieu - farewll 
Art – are 
Ay – yes 
Chide – to tell off or 
show disapproval 
Dispatch – To kill, 
manage or send 
Dost – do 
Doth – does 
Ere – Before 
Hast – have 
Nay – no 
Oft – often 

Ought – promised 
Quoth - said 
Thee - you 
Thine – yours 
Thou – you (singular, 
impolite) 
Thy – your 
‘Tis – It is 
‘Twas – It was 
Valiant –courageous 
Withal – with 
Wench – a lewd or 
promiscuous woman 

Alliteration: A sequence of repeated sounds. 
Comedy: Shakespeare’s more light-hearted plays; happy endings. 
Couplet:  A pair of rhyming verse lines 
Hyperbole: A figure of speech that relies on exaggeration 
Metaphor: Stating something is something it literally is not. 
Oxymoron: A figure of speech in which contrasting terms are brought 
together e.g. ‘sweet sorrow’ 
Pun: a play on words; two different meanings drawn out of one word.  
Repetition:  using the same word or phrase over and over again. 
Soliloquy: A dramatic convention which allows a character in a play 
to speak directly to the audience as if thinking aloud. 
Tone: the general attitude of a piece of writing, situation, speech, etc 
Tragedy: a tale of suffering which ends in multiple deaths. 


