
Timeline Homework: The People’s Health c.1250 - Present 

 

Remembering Dates 

 

Use your body 

 

You can create very strong associations by actively using your body when trying to memorize 
dates. Pacing while you study, creating hand motions to learn along with certain dates, and even 
singing out dates can all improve your memory.  
 
For instance, you could: 

 Raise your arm up dramatically like a Roman orator when trying to remember the date 44 BC, the 

year in which the Roman Emperor Julius Caesar was assassinated. 

 Memorize dates by singing them to the melody of your favourite song. 

 
  

Date Event 
1349 King Edward III writes to the Lord Mayor of London ordering him to 

ensure that the city and suburbs are kept clean to prevent the spread 
of disease. 

1665 The Lord Mayor issues a series of rules about the isolation of infected 
persons, the burial of the dead and the cleanliness of streets. 

1847 Great Britain: Edwin Chadwick publishes his ‘Report on the Sanitary 
Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain’ which 
highlights the poor state of Public Health. 

1848 Great Britain: Public Health Act. 

1853 Smallpox vaccination is made compulsory. 

1865 Cholera epidemic kills 14000 people in England and Wales. 

1867 The vote is given to all male householders in the UK. 

1875 Parliament passes a Public Health Act that requires each town council 
to provide effective sewers, clean water and to employ a qualified 
doctor as a Medical officer. 

1899 Isolation hospitals are opened for infectious diseases. 

1906 Free school meals are introduced for children from poorer families. 

1908 The Old Age Pension is introduced for over 70’s. 

1911 The National Insurance scheme is introduced. It proves unemployment 
benefits, sick pay and the cost of doctors and medicines. 

1919 1919, United Kingdom: A policy of slum clearance and council 
house building is introduced. 

1948 The National Health Service is launched, providing free point of care 
treatment for all. 


