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Topic 1: Medieval Britain 1250-1500  

Matters of life and death: Did anyone really care about health in medieval England? 

 

The characteristic features of medieval Britain: an overview  

Religion, rich and poor, food, war, technology, where they 

lived and what they did for fun.  

    

Living conditions: housing, food, clean water and waste.  

Differences between towns and cities, threats to public 

health, access to water, what happened to waste and 

who enforced laws on cleanliness?  

    

Responses to the Black Death: beliefs and actions. 

Causes and cures, religious beliefs, the role of doctors and 

effective/ineffective responses. 

    

Approaches to public health in late-medieval towns and 

monasteries  

Actions taken by town and cities, new laws, roles of 

monasteries and other improvements e.g. ‘rakers 

    

Topic 2: Early Modern Britain 1500-1750 
 More of the same? How much did public health change? 

 

Cultural, social and economic change including the growth 

of towns: an overview 

Reasons for growth of towns and cities, increasing role of 

trade and industry, population growth and cultural 

changes e.g. smoking, printing press, religious changes. 

    

Changing living conditions: housing, food, clean water and 

waste  

Different groups of people and their housing, food and 

drink, urban environments e.g. ‘How clean was the water?’ 

and how  they got rid of their waste 

    

Responses to outbreaks of plague including national 

plague orders and local reactions 

Causes and cures, why was everyone so scared? Early 

responses by government to the plague e.g. Henry VIII and 

Elizabeth I 

    

The impact of local and national government on public 

health including measures to improve the urban 

environment and the government response to the gin 

craze, 1660–1751 

Town planning and improvements, reasons for alcohol 

becoming a bigger problem and the Gin Acts.  

    

Topic 3: Industrial Britain 1750-1900 

GCSE History Paper 1: Medicine in Britain 1250-
Present Day 



 

 

Medicine in Britain exam questions I am very 

good at 

these 

I can 

generally 

do these 

No! I need to 

practise these 

Question 1, three short answer knowledge questions 

(3) 
   

Revolution! Why were there such huge changes in the people’s health, 1750-1900 

 

Industrialisation, the growth of major cities and political 

change: an overview  

Technological changes, population growth, movement of 

population, lives of rich and poor, changes in agricultures, 

growth of education, growth of empire, development or 

railways and who got the right to vote.  

    

Urban living conditions in the early nineteenth century: 

housing, food, clean water and waste  

Urbanisation and slums, water and the increase in pub 

trade. 

    

Responses to cholera epidemics 

Work of John Snow and responses to him, opposition to the 

Public Health Acts e.g. ‘The Dirty Party’, effectiveness of 

government and other responses by 1900 

    

Public health reform in the nineteenth century including the 

Public Health Acts and local initiatives  

Development of the Public Health Acts, role of Edwin 

Chadwick, government actions e.g. sale of food and Drug 

Act, How did different towns and cities react?  

    

Topic 4: Britain since 1900  

Better than ever?  Do the changes in public health since 1900 tell a simple story of progress? 

 

Economic, political, social and cultural change: an 

overview  

Changing work and increased wealth, developments of 

rights, decline of the church and changing beliefs, 

technological changes, leisure and entertainment, growth 

of migration and multiculturalism, changes in society and 

family life. 

    

Living conditions and lifestyles: housing, food, air quality 

and inactivity 

Changes to food, drink and diet e.g. obesity epidemic, 

government responses, changes to people’s daily lives and 

patterns of working 

    

Responses to Spanish Influenza and AIDS 

Responses from the people, role of media, local and 

national government responses.  

    

Growing government involvement in public health 

including pollution controls, anti-smoking initiatives and the 

promotion of healthy lifestyles 

Government advertisements and campaigns since 1960, 

increased role of government, NHS in public health 

campaigns since t1980s, contemporary attitudes and 

responses to public health issues.  

    



Question 2, ‘Write a clear and organised summary 

of…’ (9) 
   

Question 3, An explanation question usually about 

cause or consequence e.g. ‘why did…?’ ‘what were 

the consequences of…? (10) 

   

Question 4/5, A judgement question usually about 

how far you agree with a statement e.g. ‘how far 

would you agree that…?(18) 

   

 


