
Meet our Governors 
 

Richard Hanson 
Acting Principal 
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Hillside Primary - Governor 
 

 

Miles Cole  
Chair of Governors 
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Chantry Academy – Chair of 
Governors 
University of Suffolk employee 
Chair of Trustees at Gateway 
Qualifications 
 
 

I am passionate about education and have spent most of my 
working life involved in adult & community education and widening 
participation in Ipswich and Suffolk. I currently work at the 
University of Suffolk where I am managing some of the University’s 
outreach and community based activity helping to raise the 
aspiration of the young people in the region. I bring extensive 
senior management experience of Further Education and 
Community Learning in Suffolk and London including head of FE at 
Suffolk County Council and Head of Curriculum for Community 
Learning. I believe in the power of education to transform people’s 
lives and that everyone is entitled to high quality learning. 
Other roles I have included:  
• Trustee and Chair of Gateway Qualifications  
 

Lucy Bayliss 
Trust Governor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Chantry Academy – Trust Governor 
Dance East - Employee 
 

I have been working in the arts sector for the last 18 years, 
specialising in participation and training and am passionate about 
arts engagement and access for people across life stages and 
abilities. On joining DanceEast and relocating to Ipswich in 2005, I 
developed and managed the Centre for Advanced Training (a 
talent development programme for young dancers), delivered 
community and engagement projects and was instrumental in 
working towards the opening of the Jerwood DanceHouse in 2009. 
I now leads the Creative Team, which programmes and delivers 
DanceEast’s offer at the Jerwood DanceHouse and across the 
East of England, representing the national network of Centres for 
Advanced Training on the Dance Programme Board and supports 
a number of education, training and health and wellbeing projects 
and panels.  As DanceEast’s lead on project and partnership 
development, I work across the cultural sector and launched an 
innovative new BA (Hons) Dance with the University of Suffolk in 
2018.  In 2019/20 I will be joining the Clore Fellowship programme 
for leaders in the cultural sector, as the 2019/20 supported by the 
Linbury Trust and the Clore Duffield Foundation.   
 
 

Claire Brickley 
Trust Governor 
 

I have a firm belief that all students should be supported to become 
the best that they can be.  That there is always something that can 
be explored to engage them in learning and to help them 
understand the world around them. 
I have specialised in SEND education since my move to Suffolk in 
2015, currently employed by SENDAT as Senior Assistant 
Headteacher at Chantry Peile Unit, as well as Stone Lodge 
Academy. 



 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Chantry Academy – Trust Governor 
SENDAT Peile Unit 
 

My education foundations in Design and Technology, combined 
with having worked outside of education in Project Management, 
have enabled me to be a naturally creative problem solver, with 
strengths in data management and analysis 

Iain Dunnett  
Trust Governor 
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Chantry Academy – Trust Governor 
New Anglia Local Enterprise 
Partnership - Employee 
 

I am lead for the Green Economy Partnership and the Growing 
Places Fund with the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership. In 
this role I support the development of the Green Economy 
Partnership, taking this organisation forward to a sustainable and 
commercial future that benefits the many businesses that operate 
in this dynamic new area of the economy; I also manage other 
business and funding development opportunities. Previously I 
developed a Low Carbon Development Unit at the Suffolk Chamber 
of Commerce and managed production of the Green Economy 
Pathfinder and Manifesto on behalf of the New Anglia Local 
Enterprise Partnership, this built upon my experience of raising and 
managing the aspiration and partnership of Creating the Greenest 
County in Suffolk.  
Previous to this I enjoyed ten years of environmental, recreational 
and heritage management project management roles in Suffolk, 
before taking up the post of External Funding Manager at Suffolk 
County Council managing European finances and other 
investments.   
I hold a BSc in Environmental Studies, DMS Management Studies, 
is a Common Purpose Graduate, and completed an NLP 
Leadership Development Programme.  My early career took him 
from working with the RSPB, the South Downs Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, the Cheshire Wildlife Trust, to the USA and the 
Audubon Society in Massachusetts, Mono Lake Programme in 
California and Operation Raleigh in Australia.    
In addition, I have held many voluntary positions in organisations:-  
Current - Fellow of Suffolk New College, Forestry Commission 
Advisory Committee Member for Eastern Region, Creating the 
Greenest County Board Member, Wild Anglia Local Nature 
Partnership Adviser, Green Economy Partnership Board Member. 
Past - Director of Foundation East, Princes Trust Board Member.   
 

Stephen Skeet 
Trust Governor 
 
Pecuniary interests: 
 
Director Volunteering Matters 
Director #iwill Movement 
Trustee: Raedwald Trust 
Governor: Highfield Maintained 
Nursery School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have spent 20 years working in youth justice, youth homelessness 
and supporting care experienced young people, including two 
years at HMP Warren Hill. In 2008, I worked with young people in 
Suffolk to build a World Class youth facility in Stowmarket called 
The Mix, supporting them to name and design the centre. For the 
last 12 years I have worked in the third sector managing a range of 
differing services including street drinker and domestic abuse 
services. For the last four years I have had a national role across 
the UK leading young people's voice and agency to change 
structural inequalities through youth social action and volunteering. 
I am hugely passionate about social mobility and about Ipswich and 
look forward to working with the pupils at Chantry to ensure their 
voices are heard in the delivery of their education. 

 

 



The Right Reverend Martin 
Seeley 
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
 

I became Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich in the Spring of 
2015, after nine years as Principal of Westcott House, a theological 
college in Cambridge.  Living in Ipswich, with the Cathedral in Bury 
St Edmunds and responsibilities covering most of the county, I  
quickly discovered the beauty and diversity of Suffolk.  

I am responsible for 446 parishes and around 160 serving clergy in 
the Diocese.  I see the church contributing to the flourishing of 
everyone, and the spiritual essential to who we are as human 
beings. I have immersed myself in many aspects of Suffolk life, 
responding to needs and encouraging communities at local and 
county levels.   

I served as the Vicar of the Isle of Dogs in East London for ten 
years until 2006 and before that worked at the Church of England’s 
central offices in Westminster. I served the church in the United 
States for ten years before that, after a curacy in Scunthorpe. I was 
educated at Cambridge, Oxford and Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City. 

In 2018 I was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Yale University in recognition of my leadership within the 
Church of England - and for strengthening ties between churches 
in the UK and United States of America. 

I am married to the Reverend Canon Jutta Brueck who is the 
Community Dean at the With Community, All Hallows, Ditching-
ham; we have two children, Anna and Luke.  

 
Roomi Chowdhury 
Trust Governor 
 

 
 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
 

I’m Dr Roomi Chowdhury, an ex-pupil from Chantry who grew up in 
IP2. After finishing A-Levels at Chantry Sixth Form, I studied 
Chemistry at University College London (UCL) and finished my 
doctorate (PhD) in 2017 and had a scientific paper published. The 
past 10 years, I’ve lived in London (with short stints in Cambridge, 
Berlin, and New York) working in charity fundraising, client 
engagement, and start-ups. In 2022, I completed my Master’s in 
Business Administration (MBA) from London Business School and 
moved back to Ipswich after graduating. I currently help start-ups 
grow their business and will start my own businesses in the future, I 
hope. I’m really passionate about social mobility – amongst other 
things. Growing up in IP2, I’ve lived the struggles people face and 
want to help towards creating an environment where students at 
Chantry can have high aspirations and receive a high quality of 
education. I believe learning at school is so much more than 
reading books and learning maths. How students view the world 
can be shaped during their time at Chantry 
 

Sue McArdle 
Staff Representative 
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests:  
Chantry Academy - Teacher 

I have been an English teacher for over 20 years beginning my 
career in a large comprehensive school in South East London. I 
moved to Ipswich in 2009 for family reasons.  Since then I have 
enjoyed being a Head of English, Leader of Learning and Literacy 
Lead in another local secondary school.  In 2019, I was seconded 
to Chantry Academy as part of the Ipswich Opportunity Area 
projects to help lead oracy and maths intervention.  Having 
thoroughly enjoyed my year at Chantry, I was delighted to be 
offered the chance to continue working at Chantry Academy. I now 
lead Oracy and am looking to develop the research element of the 
school – developing best practice for teaching and learning.  I am 
passionate about the power of education to improve opportunities 
and life chances.  I hope to bring my experience to support the 
governing body and help sustain the standards, ethos and success 
of Chantry Academy.  
 
 
 



Jenny Smith 
Staff Representative  
 

 
 
Pecuniary Interests: 
Chantry Academy – Support Staff 
 
 

I am an ex-Chantry High School student.  
I have had more than 30 years in retail, until my early retirement 
last year. I served as a Shop Steward for my trade union for 7 
years, Divisional Councillor for 6 years.  
Elected in 2019 as Ipswich Borough Councillor for Sprites Ward. It 
is an honour to serve the community in which I was born and 
raised.  
I joined the Academy in October 2020 and look forward to being 
able to give something back to the school that started me on my 
journey. 
 

 

 


