
Key Stage 3: Drama Curriculum Map 2022-23 
Prior Learning: 
At KS1 and 2 the aim was for students to: 
All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of 
drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should 
have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, 
share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances: 

 Role-play and other drama techniques can help pupils to identify with and explore characters. In these ways, they extend their understanding of what 
they read and have opportunities to try out the language they have listened to. 

 Drama and role-play can contribute to the quality of pupils’ writing by providing opportunities for pupils to develop and order their ideas through 
playing roles and improvising scenes in various settings. 

 In years 3 and 4, pupils should become more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences 
and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate. 

 Reading, re-reading, and rehearsing poems and plays for presentation and performance give pupils opportunities to discuss language, including 
vocabulary, extending their interest in the meaning and origin of words. Pupils should be encouraged to use drama approaches to understand how to 
perform plays and poems to support their understanding of the meaning. These activities also provide them with an incentive to find out what 
expression is required, so feeding into comprehension. 

 
Curriculum Intent:  
Our Drama Curriculum aims to give students the opportunity to try new genres and styles of drama. To grow and share their passion 
for theatre whether that is on stage or behind the scenes. Students are able to develop skills and confidence through lesson work 
and extra curricular clubs. Students are given time to be creative and develop ideas to devise theatre. Students will work with different 
people both students and external practitioners in the hope that this will push their confidence and team skills. Through weekly 
structured lessons and extra curricular clubs it is our aim to develop skills that not only support learning and development at KS4 but 
provide students with lifelong so�er skills that support progress into college and the workplace and help improve social mobility. 
 
Students explore theatre practitioners and plays from various cultures and time periods. They will learn about the different themes from scenes and scripts. 
Students will discuss reflect and feedback on characters point of view as well as give feedback on practical peer performances. Students are encouraged to 
support their answers giving reason. 
Developing Oracy through Drama is key. This is our main tool to discuss and share ideas. Students are given roles to encourage 
everyone to actively participate in discussions.  
IT is used to support research tasks and evaluations. Literacy is used in every lesson with marking in the moment and oracy tasks.  
 



                            Year 7 
 Autumn Term 1 

7 weeks 
Autumn Term 2 

7weeks 
Spring Term 1 

6 weeks 
Spring Term 2 

6 weeks 
Summer Term 1 

6 weeks 
Summer Term 2 

7 weeks 
Module Title Introduction to 

Drama 
Pantomime Darkwood Manor Silent Movies Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory 
Devising 

Learning 
Focus 

Students are 
introduced to basic 
Drama techniques 
used throughout the 
curriculum. Students 
will develop team 
building skills as well 
as oracy skills. 
Students will learn 
how to structure 
and edit a story 
using Freeze frames. 
They will develop 
the character and 
storyline around the 
theme of judging 
others. Students will 
perform and 
evaluate and give 
peer feedback.   

Students are 
focusing on 
displaying emotion 
through the body. 
Students further 
develop their 
awareness of their 
physicality through 
their Pantomime 
roles/stock 
charcaters. Students 
are beginning to 
explore Stock 
Characters and the 
different use of body 
and voice. 

Students will explore 
the genre of horror. 
There will be a focus 
on Physical theatre 
and soundscapes to 
create atmosphere. 
Students will 
develop their 
physicality skills 
focusing on telling a 
story through the 
body.  

Students will 
continue looking at 
developing 
physicality for film. 
Looking at 
characterisation and 
using a script. 
Students will use 
music and drama to 
create short Silent 
movie. 

Students will learn 
stage directions and 
rehearsal technique 
to develop their 
understanding on 
how to prepare for a 
scripted play. 
Students will use 
knowledge they have 
gained form the 
previous terms to 
create a character, 
design a costume and 
set and perform a 
short scripted scene. 
 

Students will use all 
prior learning of 
creative and dramatic 
techniques and 
implement them in a 
their own devised 
piece. Students will be 
given a stimulus to 
work through and 
production role. 
Students are given the 
opportunity to develop 
their creative. Oracy 
and Leadership skills 
through this scheme. 

Careers 
Focus 

Links to careers – How body language and 
posture are important when meeting or 
addressing others. 

Links to professional acting and production 
team- links to team building and leadership 

Links to creative thinking, speaking and 
listening, planning and leading and taking 
ownership over their working. 

Assessment 1 2 3 
 Practical performance, peer feedback and 

evaluation 
Practical performance, peer feedback and 
evaluation 

Practical performance, peer feedback and 
evaluation 

 



                            Year 8 
 Autumn Term 1 

7 weeks 
Autumn Term 2 

7 weeks 
Spring Term 1 

6 weeks 
Spring Term 2 

6 weeks 
Summer Term 1 

6 weeks 
Summer Term 2 

7 weeks 
Module Title Superheroes Storytelling Trailer Romeo and Juliet Monologues and 

Duologues 
Devising 

Learning 
Focus 

Students will recall prior 
knowledge from year 7 
and look at creating a 
narrative using basic 
Drama skills such as 
freeze frame, thought 
track and proxemics. 
Students will select and 
edit freeze frames to 
create a narrative. Using 
their knowledge on stock 
characters they will 
create their own 
superhero and villain 
focusing on 
characterisation through 
voice and body 
language. 

Students will 
focus on the 
genre of thriller 
using a range of 
skills. There will 
be a focus on 
story telling and 
using the voice 
to create 
atmosphere.  
Exploring 
tension and 
atmosphere. 

Students will look at 
the difference 
between stage and 
film. Focus on scene 
selection to engage 
an audience. 
Students will create 
storyboards and 
look at design for 
costume. Students 
will look at 
comparing voice and 
physicality for stage 
and film. 

Students will look at 
the script and themes 
of the play. They will 
look at approaching 
Shakespeare in a 
practical way making 
it less intimidating. 
Using physical 
language to help 
break down the 
barriers of 
Shakespearean 
language. Students 
will make links from 
the play to current 
day. This will also 
support GCSE English 
with how to approach 
Shakespeare. 

Students will recall 
previous knowledge 
of how to create a 
character. Students 
will explore a range of 
texts from historical 
texts to contemporary 
scenes. Students will 
explore a range of 
styles and genres and 
then select a chosen 
scene to rehearse and 
perform. Students will 
give justification on 
why they have chosen 
the script and 
performed the 
character they way 
they have – Links to 
GCSE Comp 2 Drama  

Students will use all 
prior learning of 
creative and dramatic 
techniques and 
implement them in a 
their own devised piece. 
Students will be given a 
stimulus to work 
through and production 
role. 
Students are given the 
opportunity to develop 
their creative. Oracy 
and Leadership skills 
through this scheme. 

Careers 
Focus 

Links to careers – How body language and 
posture are important when meeting or 
addressing others.  

Students to work within groups to complete 
practical tasks. Students will have specific 
role and will need to reflect on how well they 
worked in that role and as part of a team. 

Students will work towards deadlines. 
Students will look at the role of the Actor and 
Director. 

Assessment 1 2 3 
 Practical performance, peer feedback and 

evaluation 
Practical performance, peer feedback and 

evaluation 
Practical performance, peer feedback and 

evaluation 
 



 


